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SOLAR PANELS PERMIT APPLICATION

APPLICATION PROCESS

1. Submit the following in PDF format through the Online Services website atwww.cityofrockhill.com/onlineservices:

O Solar Panels Permit Application (page5)
[0 Trades Permit Application (last page)

[0 Construction plans and electrical plan

[0 Power riser diagram and panel schedules

o Show location and size of electrical service, meter, disconnects, panels, transformer, etc. in accordance
with NEC Article 690.5. The diagram must show the meter base separate from the panel. The meter
should be shown schematically as self-contained with the service passing through meter. The PV
connection cannot be made inside the utility meter base. Inverters should be equipped with integrated
ARC-fault and rapid shutdown per NEC 690.5.

o Add note: “Alockable disconnect shall be located within 6’ of the utility meter on an exterior wall and
accessible to utility personnel at alltimes.”

o Add note: Power riser must state “In the event of a Utility power outage the PV system will automatically
disconnect from the utility.” Maximum Voltage per NEC 690.7 (A-E) and circuit sizing NEC690.8.

o List the specific UL and IEEE certifications (UL 1741 & IEEE 1547) that apply for systems interconnecting
with an electric utility provider on the one-linediagram.

O Equipment specifications and cut sheets for solar panels and all components including module, inverter, racking
and mounts, and other major electrical components.

O Structural analysis from SC licensed engineer for rooftop-mounted systems. The analysis must include an
evaluation of the structural components for the additional loads as well as an ability to resist components and
cladding wind loads. The ICC specifies that a single unit must be used to establish the effective wind area.

0 If the mounting structure is not an engineered product designed to mount solar electric modules, provide details
of structural attachment in a letter certified by a registered designprofessional.

O

Copy of signed contract between contractor/installer and property owner

O Electrical Department forms— Bidirectional meter will not be installed until all necessary net metering
documentation has been submitted and approved by the Electrical Department.

o Tri-Party Net Billing Power Purchase Agreement

o Standard Interconnection Agreement for Customer-Owned Renewable Generation System

o Contract to purchase or lease agreement between homeowner and solar company

o Homeowner’s insurance/ liability insurance as required in Standard Interconnection Agreement —
Residential $100,000 per occurrence; Commercial $300,000 peroccurrence.

a

HOA Approval letter, if applicable (example)

O Site plan (for ground-mounted panels) or overhead site plan (for roof-mounted panels) showing compliance with
Zoning Ordinance standards (see page 3). Include north arrow, distance from property lines, street name, location
of utility lines, and location of residence or other building with front and rear labeled.
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Example of overhead site plan
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2. Pay processing fee: A non-refundable processing fee of $200 is required for residential applications and $1,500
for non-residential applications. Mail payments to the Electric Department, 757 S. Anderson Rd., Rock Hill SC
29730.

3. City staff will review your plan and send comments back to the designated contact person on the application within
approximately 10 business days. If the plan must be revised, use the Plan Resubmittal Instructions to guide you in
revising your plans.

CONTRACTOR LICENSING REQUIREMENTS

1. Residential Installations
e Solarinstallers are required to have a SC Residential Builder's License, a Solar Installer License with a roofing
specialty license, or be licensed with the SC Contractor’s Licensing Board.
If additional structural framing members are required, the installer must also have a carpenterclassification.
The electrical work must be permitted separately and completed by a SC licensed electrical contractor.
A solar installer cannot contract out the work to an electrical contractor. A licensed Residential Buildercan.

2. Commercial Installations

e Contractors must be licensed with the SC Contractor’s Licensing Board.

e Installers must have a valid mechanical contractor’s license with an electrical classification to perform work
related to solar electric systems.

e If the solar electric system is roof mounted, the installer is required to have a general contractor’s license with
either a General Roofing or Specialty Roofing classification, whichever is applicable to the roof type, or the
building classification.

e If additional structural framing members are required, the installer must have a general contractor license with
a Structural Framing classification.

e If the solar electric system is ground mounted, the installer is required to have a general contractor’s license
with a Structural Shapesclassification.

3. City Business License: All contractors require a City of Rock Hill business license.
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ZONING REQUIREMENTS

If the solar panels are not accessory to another land use, such as a residence, please contact zoning staff at 803-325-2647 for
information about the zoning regulations for the use.

If the solar panels are accessory to another land use, the following standards apply:

A. Roof-mounted on a residence

All roof vents, pipes, antennas, satellite dishes, solar installations, and other roof penetrations and equipment (except
chimneys) must be located on the rear elevations or otherwise configured to the degree practicable to have a minimal
visual impact as seen from the street. Solar installations that are visible from the street must be either composed of
building-integrated components (such as solar shingles) that are not readily evident, or be designed and mounted to

match the shape, proportions, and slope of the roof. The following are examples of acceptable and unacceptable
visible residential solar installations.

B. Roof mounted on a commercial building

E. Solar: Solar installations that are visible from the street must be either composed of building-integrated
components (such as solar shingles) that are not readily evident, or designed and mounted to match the
shape, proportions, and slope of the roof, or to serve as a feature of the building (such as awnings). See
below examples of acceptable commercial solar installations.
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C. Ground-mounted

1. When Allowed: Ground-mounted solar installations are allowed only when roof-mounting of solar panels or
collectors is not practical due to efficiency or aesthetic considerations.

2. Height: The ground-mounted solar installations must be as close to the ground as practicable and in no case higher
than the principal structure.

3. Screening: Residential ground-mounted solar installations must be located to the rear of the principal structure and
screened from view of public streets. For non-residential ground-mounted solar installations, every effort must be
made to completely screen the devices from view of public streets. In instances where complete screening is not
possible, the devices must be screened and/or located as to have a minimal visual impact as seen from public streets.

4. Color: The mounting framework must be neutral in color or screened from the view of public streets and surrounding
residential properties.

5. Setbacks: Solar panels are not permitted in front of the plane of the primary structure, but for side and rear yards,
installations that are 6 feet tall or less may encroach up to 2 feet into a required setback area. Installations taller than
6 feet in side and rear yards may not encroach into the required yard area unless approved as a variance by the
Zoning Board of Appeals.
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www.cityofrockhill.com
SOLAR PANELS PERMIT APPLICATION
Job Site Address: Subdivision: Lot #:
Property Owner Name: Phone:
Property Owner Address: Email:
Solar Installation Contractor: Phone: Contract Cost:
Address: State Lic.#:__ City Business Lic. #:___ Provide the total system
capacity rating of the solar electric system (sum of all panels): kW-D

Building Use: Non-residential |:| Single-family residential |:| Multi-family residential |:| Other |:|

If non-residential OR other, please list type of business or use:

Valuation of Work: $ (Total cost of project)

Is this property located in a flood zone? Yes |:| No |:| If yes, what is the flood zone classification?

What is the existing roofing material? How many layers of existing roofing material?

What is the method and type of weatherproofing for roof penetrations (i.e., flashing, caulk)?

Is the mounting structure an engineered product designed to mount solar electric modules? Yes |:| No |:|

For manufactured mounting systems, provide the following information about the mounting system:

A. Manufacturer: Product name: Model #:

B. Total weight of solar electric modules and rails: Ibs.

C. Total # of attachmentpoints:

D. Weight per attachment point (total weight (B) + number of attachmentpoints (C)): Ibs.

E. Maximum spacing between attachment points ona rail: inches (see product manual)

F. Total surface area of solar electric modules: square feet

G. Distributed weight of solar electric module on roof (total weight (B) + total surface area (F)): Ibs./square feet
H. Inverter(s): Quantity: Make: Model:

I.  Modules: Quantity: Make: Model:

CERTIFICATIONS

O I certify that to the best of my knowledge, all information provided herein is true and correct and all work performed under
this permit shall conform to the plans and specifications herewith submitted and to all applicable Building Codes and Law
sand Ordinances pertaining thereto. | further understand that if any information provided is found to be incorrect or falsely
stated that this permit will be null and void and that | may be responsible for violation of other related state laws and local
ordinances.

[ If I am not the property owner, | certify that | have the authority to apply for this permit from the propertyowner.

[0 If I am the property owner, | certify that | understand that | must use contractors licensed by the State of South Carolina.

Applicant Signature: Applicant Printed Name:

Applicant Title: (Contractor, Property Owner, Agent, etc.)
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NOTES FOR STANDARD ELECTRICAL DIAGRAM
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TRADES PERMIT APPLICATION

Mechanical Permit |:] Gas Permit Fire Alarm System Permit
Plumbing Permit Fire Suppression System Permit Exhaust Hood Permit
|:| Electrical Permit Fire Sprinkler System Permit |:| Solar Permit (electrical)
Job Site Address:
Property Owner Name: Phone:
Property Owner Address: Email:
Contractor Name: Phone: Email:
Address: State Lic.#: City Business Lic. #:
Type of work: Residential [ Commercial [1
Valuation of Work $ Description:
Mechanical:
SEER rating: Size of New Unit: Size of Old Unit:

For residential projects:
o |f you will be replacing or installing new equipment, submit Manual J and Scalculations.
e If you will be replacing or installing new ductwork other than branch lines and returns, submit Manual D calculations.

For commercial projects, if mechanical loads will be increased, submit a COMcheck form and an electrical load data form.

Electrical:
Meters required: 3wirelph 0 2wirelph O 3wire3ph O 4wire3ph O
Volts: Phase: Amperage: Overhead [0 Underground [J

Is this a service upgrade? Yes [0 No [

If you are repairing or replacing an overhead service, call the Utilities Department at 803-329-5500 before beginning work.
You may be required to convert the service from overhead to underground.

For commercial projects, if electrical loads will be increased, submit a COMcheck form and an electrical load data form.

Plumbing: If replacing a water or sewer line, do you need for the City to replace the old tap? Yes 1 No [

Certifications

|:| | certify that to the best of my knowledge, all information provided herein is true and correct and all work performed under
this permit shall conform to the plans and specifications herewith submitted and to all applicable Building Codes and Laws
and Ordinances pertaining thereto. | further understand that if any information provided is found to be incorrect or falsely
stated that this permit will be null and void and that | may be responsible for violation of other related state laws and local
ordinances.

|:| If  am not the property owner, | certify that | have the authority to apply for this permit from the property owner.

|:| If | am the property owner, | certify that | understand that | must use contractors licensed by the State of South Carolina.

Applicant Signature: Applicant Printed Name:

Applicant Title: (Contractor, Property Owner, Agent, etc.)

Page1lof1 Last Updated 7/26/24


http://www.energycodes.gov/
https://www.cityofrockhill.com/home/showdocument?id=2223&t=638069752709270000
http://www.energycodes.gov/
https://www.cityofrockhill.com/home/showdocument?id=2223&t=638069752709270000
mailto:permits@cityofrockhill.com
https://www.cityofrockhill.com/departments/planning-and-development/permits-inspections

	SOLAR PANELS PERMIT APPLICATION
	Example of overhead site plan
	1. Residential Installations
	2. Commercial Installations
	A. Roof-mounted on a residence
	Valuation of Work: $  (Total cost of project)
	Mechanical Permit Plumbing Permit Electrical Permit
	Mechanical:
	Electrical:




