ROCK HILL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Regular Monthly Meeting
October 2, 2018

ROCK HILL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Special Joint Meeting with City Council

September 4, 2018


The regular monthly meeting of the Rock Hill Economic Development Corporation Board of Directors was held on Tuesday, October 2, 2018 at The Palmetto Room.  Notice of the meeting was sent to all members, media, and interested citizens.  Notice was posted at City Hall on September 28, 2018.
RHEDC Board Members Present:
Greg Austin

Tim Baldwin

John Black

Eddie Boulware

Charlotte Brown

Myron Brown

Bev Carroll

Colleen Coesens

Mari Doroud

Joanne Fockler

Melanie Jones

Luanne Kokolis

Dan Mahony

Allan Miller

Harold Peeples

Penny Pratt

Lain Reavis

Toy Rhea

Stephen Schram

Stephen Turner

David Vehaun

Chad Williams

David Williams

RHEDC Board Members Absent:
Robert Alexander
Bud Dark
Matt Dosch

John Gettys

Brad Hastings

Dawn Johnson

Kerry Mast

Jim Reno
Justin Smith
Dave Williams

Rob Youngblood

Others Present:
Sally Baker, EUD staff

Frank Keel, EUD staff

Sarah Key, EUD staff

Liam Kyle, EUD staff

Martin Lane, EUD staff

David Lawrence, EUD staff

Donnie Messer, EUD staff
Cathy Murphy, EUD staff

Rick Norwood, EUD staff

David Warner, EUD staff

Zack Heustess, EUD Intern

Jimmy Bagley, City staff

Doug Echols

Steven Gibson, City staff

Randy Graham

Jim Hardin

Gantt Howell

Bernice Huskins

Nikita Jackson

Matthew Kreh, WRHI

Diondra Love

Amy Massey

Pam Morell

Krista Parenti, City staff

Lisa Robbins

Bill Shanahan

Teresa Thomas

Amanda Werts, City staff

Jeremy Winkler, City staff

I.
Call to Order

· Chairman Luanne Kokolis called the meeting to order at 12:10 pm and welcomed RHEDC Board Members and guests.

· New Board Member of the Month

· Harold Peeples is the owner of Tarheel Contractors Supply.

· Knowledge Park Action Plan Update

· The KP Action Plan was approved by City Council at their September 24th meeting.

· City Council thanked RHEDC, Economic & Urban Development and all of the others involved for the time and effort that went into developing the plan.

II.
Approve Minutes of the August 7, 2018 Monthly Meeting and September 4, 2018 Joint Meeting with City Council

The minutes of the August 7, 2018 Monthly Meeting and September 4, 2018 Joint Meeting with City Council were e-mailed to the board on September 28, 2018.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved unanimously.

III.
Prospect Reports / Project Updates

Strengthening Economic Base – Rick Norwood

· Active Projects: 12 current projects; 877 new jobs; $105.9 million investment

· Legacy Park

· 193,000 SF Spec – under construction (LE)

· TechPark 

· Two Prospect Visits in July & August

· One new expansion opportunity
· Waterford

· Project Elixir - $12.6M Investment, 64 Jobs averaging $71,000

· 2 new inquiries on Waterford Spec Building (July/August)

· Riverwalk

· NFI leased 507,000 SF Spec ($8.7M Investment and 157 Jobs)

· New $2.6M Medical Office Building under construction

· Expansion Opportunity

· Business & Retention

· 10 Existing Industry Calls in July/August 2018

· Monthly Industry Spotlight

· Oerlikon Balzers is one of the world’s leading suppliers of surface technologies.  Their products significantly improve the performance and durability of precision components and tools for the metal and plastics processing industries.

Knowledge Park – David Lawrence
· Monthly staff report attached
· David also reported on updates to several incentive programs

· Growth Management Incentives
· Facade Rehabilitation Grant Program
· Opportunity Zone Investments

Technology Incubator – David Warner
· Monthly staff report attached
· David also gave an overview of the 9/25-9/28 trip to MIT for their Venture Mentoring Service program training.  David Warner, Dan Ballou, Robert Alexander and Laura Ullrich attended the training.  The VMS program is a major new initiative for the Technology Incubator and the Entrepreneurship Committee.
IV.
Committee Reports

Finance - Dawn Johnson

· Financial Reports

· The committee reviewed the July 2018 Financial Statements at it September 6, 2018 meeting and the August 2018 Financial Statements at it September 27, 2018 meeting.

· Primary activities for these months included receipt of the proceeds from the sale of property at Waterford Park (1571 Cedar Line Drive) and Technology Incubator programs, legal fees, Bleachery Heritage Program fees, and prep work for the new Waterford signage.

· The Finance Committee presented a motion to approve the Financial Reports from July and August 2018.  No second was necessary.  The motion was unanimously approved.

· Aspen Business Park

· Stephen Turner gave an update on the feasibility work being done for Aspen Park.
· Stephen also presented information about the Municipal Site Readiness Fund Grant Agreement between South Carolina Public Service Authority and the City of Rock Hill (acting through its agent Rock Hill Economic Development Corporation). Per this agreement, RHEDC will receive a grant in the amount of $767,500 for the construction of infrastructure to serve Aspen Business Park.
· The Finance Committee presented a motion to approve acceptance of the $767,500 Municipal Site Readiness Fund Grant from the South Carolina Public Service Authority (Santee Cooper).  No second was necessary.  The motion was unanimously approved.

Quality of Life - Melanie Jones

· Presented as Information.  No actions needed at this time.  Updates included:

· The 2018 Freedom Walkway Local Heroes Celebration will be on Tuesday, October 16th at the Palmetto Room.  This year’s honorees will be announced at the event.

· QOL is working on a number of downtown placemaking projects, including the Downtown Alleyways project (the first one will be Trade Street Walkway at the Anderson apartments) and coordination with the Women’s Art Initiative on the Elk Avenue art project (a call for artists has been issued on Café).
· The Barre Mitchell Fund has met $3,500 of its $7,500 goal to date, with 13 board members and 4 friends participating.
Talent Development - John Black

· Presented as Information.  No actions needed at this time. Updates included:
· An overview of the trip to Chattanooga to learn more about Chattanooga 2.0 and the City’s transformation over the last several decades.  A more detailed presentation will be provided at the RHEDC Annual Retreat.

V.
Other Business

· Upcoming meetings and events

· The 2018 RHEDC Annual Retreat will be on Friday, October 26th at Manchester Meadows (the soccer complex).

· Thanks to RHEDC’s generous sponsors, the registration fee will be $25 per person again this year.

· Invitations will go out this week; register at www.knowledgeparkrocks.com/events.

VI.
Adjourn

· There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 1:05 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

David B. Vehaun

Secretary/Treasurer

PO Box 11706 • Rock Hill, SC 29731 • 803.329.7090 • Fax: 803.329.7007
2

