ROCK HILL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Regular Monthly Meeting
May 4, 2021
ROCK HILL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Special Joint Meeting with City Council

September 4, 2018


The regular monthly meeting of the Rock Hill Economic Development Corporation (RHEDC) Board of Directors was held on Tuesday, May 4, 2021 at 12pm via Zoom teleconference with in-person optional at Rock Hill Sports and Event Center. Notice of the meeting was sent to all RHEDC members, City Economic Development staff, and media.  
RHEDC Board Members Present:

Robert Alexander

Greg Austin

Tim Baldwin

Dan Ballou

John Black

Charlotte Brown

Bev Carroll

Colleen Coesens

Bud Dark

Colleen Dick

Mari Doroud

Matt Dosch

Joel Hamilton 

George Hynd

Dawn Johnson

Melanie Jones

Lester McCorn

Kerry Mast

Amy Massey

Allan Miller

Harold Peeples

Penny Pratt 

Jim Reno

Lain Reavis
Toy Rhea

Ryan Sanderson

Anthony Smith

Stephen Schram

Wes Tuttle

David Vehaun

Chad Williams 

RHEDC Board Members Absent:

Joanne Fockler
John Gettys 
Brad Hastings
Jerrianne Jackson
Ron Roveri
Justin Smith
Brian Vaughan

Dave Williams
David Williams 
Rob Youngblood 
Others Present:
Lynda Burke

Emily Burns

Kimberly Byrd

Claude Close

Laura Cox

Bo Conerly

Amy Jo Denton

Colleen Dick

Billy Dunlap

Mary Beth Edwards

Breana Francis

Steven Gibson

Gantt Howell
Nikita Jackson

Frank Keel

Matthew Kreh

David Lawrence 

Marcia Miktuk

Tynetta Moore 

Cathy Murphy
Brandon Murr

Rick Norwood 

Gladys Robinson

Paul Stratos

David Swenson

Skip Tuttle

David Warner 

Amanda Werts

Jennifer Wilford

Elaine Wilmore

I. Call to Order

Dawn Johnson called the meeting to order at 12:08 p.m. and welcomed RHEDC Board Members and guests.

II.
Approve Minutes 

The minutes of the April 13, 2021 monthly meeting were e-mailed to the board on May 3, 2021.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved unanimously.

III.  Reports/Project Updates
(no actions taken)
Rick Norwood gave a report on Industrial Development. New prospects, Aspen updates, new and on-going projects.    
David Warner reported on the Technology Incubator, Growth Gazelles, and Launchpad. Officially announced June 30, 2021 retirement but staying involved with TI and Gravity Center. 
Jennifer Wilford, Director of Rock Hill Economic and Urban Development – Appreciation to David Warner for his involvement and creation of TI. RHEDC will have a partnership with the Gravity Center moving forward. Announced additional services for small businesses through Unite program. Assistance for restaurants through Restaurant Revitalization Fund.
IV. Committee Reports (no actions taken)
Finance – Matt Dosch
The Finance Committee reviewed the March 2021 Financial Reports on April 29, 2021.  The committee presented a motion to approve the financials.  No second was required.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
Talent Development – Jennifer Wilford per Ron Roveri

Continuing to see movement through Talent Pipeline and search for grant funds.  
Entrepreneurship – Dan Ballou
Thanks to David Warner, could not have achieved what has been accomplished without him. Spoke of importance of Gravity Center, pivotal point to expand on what has been put in place, MOU has been created for partnership between RHEDC and Gravity Center to continue the progress.   
Quality of Life – Melanie Jones

On April 29, 2021 the committee applied for $25,000 through the Bloomberg Asphalt Grant for developing a diverse community-led Placemaking Action Plan. Updates on Freedom Riders Project. Gladys Robinson, from the African American Cultural Resources Advisory Committee, joined the meeting. Ms. Robinson, along with Chip Hutchinson (Historic Rock Hill), will address city council on May 10th at 5:30pm regarding an effort to honor and interpret the Freedom Riders’ May 9, 1961 visit.
Marketing – Jennifer Wilford

Meeting with each committee to determine needs. Has met with QOL committee so far. 
IV.
Other Business

· The annual meeting is in June. A date, time and location TBD. Additional and/or departing members will be discussed. NO meeting in July.
V.
Adjourn

· There being no further business to come before the Board, the monthly meeting was adjourned at 12:46 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

David B. Vehaun

Secretary/Treasurer
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